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and usually performed in the standing posture; and as to the manner of pronunciation, the plain song was sometimes used, being a gentle inflection of the voice, not much different from reading, like the chant, in Cathedrals; at other times more artificial compositions were used like our anthems.
PSALMS. The Book of Hymns. The Book of Psalms is a collection of hymns or sacred songs in praise of GOD, and consists of poems of various kinds. They are the productions of different persons, but are generally called the Psalms of David, because a great part of them was composed by him, and David himself is distinguished by the name of the Psalmist. We cannot now ascertain all the Psalms written by David, but their number probably exceeds seventy; and much less are we able to discover the authors of the other Psalms, or the occasions upon which they were composed; a few of them were written after the return from the Babylonian captivity.
PSALTER. The Book in which the Psalms are arranged for the Service of the Church. The division of the Psalms into daily portions, as given in our Prayer-books, has been done with a view to convenience. Something like this has long prevailed in the Church, but without its regularity and system. Thus, in Egypt, at first* in some places, they read 60 psalms ; in others, 50; and afterwards they all agreed to recite 12 only. Columbanus, in his rule, appointed the number of psalrns to vary according to the seasons of the year, and the length of the nights; so that sometimes 75 were sung. In the monasteries of Armenia they repeat 99 Psalms to the present day. Previously to the reform of our offices, the English Church prescribed 12 psalms for the nocturn; but at that period the number was reduced on an average to three, by the division of the 119th, and by "reckoning some other long psalms as each more than one. Under the present arrangement, the Psalms are divided into 60 portions, two of which are appointed for each day of the month. Selections are also set forth by the American Church, which may be used instead of the regularly appointed portions.
The custom of repeating the psalms alternately, or verse by verse, between the minister and the people, is probably